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Agenda

1. Hazard to navigation

2. Lifejacket wear rules – tenders

3. Inflatable lifejackets

4. Mandatory safety equipment

5. Correct navigation lighting

6. Rules & regulations

7. Incident reporting

8. Expired flare disposal
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Lifejacket Wear Rules
Tenders
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Inflatable Lifejackets
Pre-wear

Gas cylinder (& auto-firing canister) screwed in Keep cord free



Inflatable Lifejackets
Annual Servicing

Inflatable lifejackets must be serviced 
according to the manufacturers instructions and 

service records kept. 

1. Can it be self-serviced?

2. Visual inspection of exterior

3. Visual inspection of interior 

4. Weigh gas canister

5. Ensure firing pin is functioning

6. Check expiry on auto-inflate canister

7. Manually inflate with mouth piece

8. Document 



Inflatable Lifejackets
Self-Servicing Clinics

• Free self-service clinics

• Clubs and public places (check TfNSW Maritime website)

• Spare parts provided (where needed)



Minimum Safety Equipment
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Navigation Lights
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Under motor

Under sail

At anchor

• Tricolour not recommended
• Not compliant for vessels under motor - steaming light must be a minimum of 1m above 

sidelights (COLREGS Annex 1 Rule 2 (d)(h)) 

Use a torch to illuminate sails in busy areas or when another vessel seen approaching

Optional extra



Rules & Regs
Sailing Events
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1. Interaction with other competing vessels:
• Australian Sailing Racing Rules of Sailing

2. Interaction with non competing vessels:
• International Regulations for the Prevention 

of Collisions at Sea 1972 (COLREGS).
• If in doubt, COL Regs apply



COLREGS Rule 9 – Narrow Channels

(a)

A vessel proceeding along the course of a narrow channel 
or fairway shall keep as near to the outer limit of the 
channel or fairway which lies on her starboard side as if 
safe and practicable 

(b)

A vessel of less than 20 metres in length or a sailing vessel
shall not impede the passage of a vessel which can safely 
navigate only within a narrow channel or fairway.
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COLREGS Rule 13 - Overtaking
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(a) 

Any vessel overtaking any other 
shall keep out of the way of the 
vessel being overtaken

(d) 

Any subsequent alteration of the 
bearing between the two vessels 
shall not make the overtaking 
vessel a crossing vessel or relieve 
her of the duty of keeping clear of 
the overtaken vessel until she is 
finally past and clear.



Rule 18

(a) A power-driven vessel underway shall keep out of the way of:

(i) a vessel not under command;

(ii) a vessel restricted in her ability to manoeuvre;

(iii) a vessel engaged in fishing;

(iv) a sailing vessel;

(b) A sailing vessel underway shall keep out of the way of:

(i) a vessel not under command;

(ii) a vessel restricted in her ability to manoeuvre;

(iii) a vessel engaged in fishing. 
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Responsibilities between vessels



Rule 18 continued
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Responsibilities between vessels

If you are under motor (including motor 
sailing) you are a 

power-driven vessel
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Do not navigate between 
moorings whilst competing

ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS: SAILING EVENTS



Incident Reporting

All incidents
• Advise club Sailing Officer

Significant incidents
(i.e. incident has resulted in death or injury to a person resulting in admittance to hospital; 
significant damage to a vessel (>$5000) or other property; damage or risk to the 
environment)

• Advise RMS
Complete Vessel Incident Report Form 

http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/maritime/safety-rules/incidents-emergencies/incident-reporting.html
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http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/maritime/safety-rules/incidents-emergencies/incident-reporting.html


Go Easy on the Drink
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Expired Flare Disposal
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Attend designated drop off locations and times

Find finalised schedule:
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/maritime/safety-rules/safety-equipment/flare-disposal.html

http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/maritime/safety-rules/safety-equipment/flare-disposal.html
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Thank you!
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